
                REUNION DAY 2024

               CLASS OF 1915 - 1929

                   ANNIVERSARY YEARS CELEBRATION



June 11, 1890     St. Joseph’s Hospital 

1894      St. Ann’s Wing

1905     St. Joseph’s Hospital 

1916    St. Joseph’s Hospital 

1917   St. Joseph’s Hospital Chapel 

1916    St. Joseph’s Hospital 

Airing Balcony 1916



1911     St. Joseph’s School of Nursing

1922     Undermount Nurses Residence

Tunnel from the school 

to the main hospital 
1922     Undermount Nurses Residence

The building was erected at a cost of $155,000

The furnishings cost another $18,000 for a total cost of $176,000

Student Bedrooms & Study Areas
Classrooms



1915

Sister St. Basil designed  St Joseph’s Graduate Pin

Ella Kelly ’15      

 1st President of the Nurses Alumnae



Ana Maloney’15    Sister St. Basil    Jean Morin’15     Sister St. Gerard’15     Ella Kelly’15

                                graduate 1900

Genevieve Boyes’17      Margaret Lenhard’16       Nora Finn’18       Helen Fagan’17     

Eva Moran ‘20       Doris Crossley ‘32        Sister St Edward  ‘32        Elizabeth Quinn ‘20

Back row  (left to right)

Jean Laidlaw ‘37

Frances Ruffing ‘47

Marguerite Reding ‘43

Agnes Smith ‘34 

Front  row (left to right)

Bernadette Clohecy ‘43

Doris Crossley ’32

Frances O’Brien ‘41

Reunion Day 1947



Irene Murray ‘19

Graduating Class of 1919

Picture was restored by donation to the Alumnae for Reunion day 2019

1934        Irene Murray ‘19 was the 2nd President of the St. Joseph School of Nursing Alumnae Association.

1942  - 1943       Teresa Curry’19 served as the Treasurer on the Alumnae Executive  



Irene Murray ’19

Reunion Day 1986

1979       Thank you card sent to the Alumnae by Irene Murray

for the plant received at Christmas. 

1979       Thank you card sent to the Alumnae by Irene Murray

Sister M. Vincent Bergin

was a graduate in the class of 1915.

She spent most of her life nursing at 

St Joseph’s Hospital, Guelph. 

She entered Eternal Life July 6, 1957.



1924     Graduates

Sara Langley received a medal for General Proficiency. 

Iva Loyst received a medal for Promptitude and Diligence. 

Annie Gallagher received a medal for surgery. 

May Gaffney received a $10 gold piece for obstetrics.

 Marion Barry received a gold medal for Dietetics. 

Pictures of the nuns were not permitted in the class photos. 

Kathleen O’Brien ’24 was the 6th president of the Nurses Alumnae Executive

1942 – 1944    Iva Loyst’24 was the 7th President of the Nurses Alumnae Executive

1933 – 1936   Margaret Kelly’24 served as the Treasurer of Nurses Alumnae Executive

1963 – 1965   Margaret Kelly’24 served on the Advisory Board of the Alumnae Executive



Graduation ceremonies took place in Undermount Nurses Residence. 

Graduation took place on the south lawn of Undermount, with lilacs, roses and peonies as a background. 

Eight small attendants, clad in white frocks and wearing wreaths of lily of the valley, preceded the eighteen 

nurses to the platform, looking very serious and sweet in the newly acquired dignity of their uniform.

Each nurse carried a large bouquet of roses and an excellent orchestra played a lively march while the 

procession passed through. 

A charming musical program had been arranged by the Sisters and the entire assembly sang O Canada. 

The program opened with the valedictory read by Miss Norene O’Regan and a delightful vocal solo was given by 

Miss Vera Guay, a student nurse (1925). 

A charming vocal duet was contributed by Misses Teresa McAgy and Edith Melody, also student nurses (1926).

 Very Rev. Dean Cassidy congratulated the graduating class, stating it was the largest gradulating class in the 

history of St Joseph’s Hospital. 

It was also the 34th anniversary of the opening of St Joseph’s Hospital. 

Mayor Jutten presented the class pin. 

Dr. J. K. McGregor stated that it had often been felt by the public that nurses were overpaid. 

He wished to take public exception to this opinion. 

The doctor thought that when a nurse went into training for three years, living in an atmosphere where she daily 

risked serious infection, giving up much pleasure at a time in her life, when most girls sought amusement, 

during which time she was forced to perform  many menial tasks, that the current rate paid the nurse could save 

little more than one or two hundred dollars per year. 

Surely he said the profession was not overpaid at that rate.  

There were 20 graduates in the class of 1924

Injection Set  belonged to 

Annie Gallagher ‘24



Graduation ceremony was held in the prettily decorated lecture hall Undermount Nurses Residence. There are 16 graduates in the photo of graduation 1929. 

Record book identifies 19 graduates 

The program was opened by a few words from Dr Playfair, chairman of the hospital staff. He expressed the opinion that the value of the work done by St Joseph’s Hospital was not properly appreciated by a large part of Hamilton. 

Controller John Peebles presented diplomas and graduation pins.  Right Rev. Monseigneur Blair gave an interesting outline of the history of hospitals from the early days when the sick were tended in the Bishop’s house. 

Prize winners included Veronica Sullivan with the award for highest standard in theory.  Viola Saunders won the award for general proficiency and the award for medical nursing. Viola Saunders also won the award for 

Obstetrical Nursing. Florence Dietrich won the award for efficiency in bedside nursing. Helen Robinson won the award for gynecological nursing and examination

GRADUATION

May 16, 1929



Graduates were Mary Atkins, Mildred Boulton, Thelma Brydges, Melinda Cronin, Mary Cullin, Mildred Curry, Florence Dietrich, Helene Fagan, 

Marguerite Fleming, Ethel Hazlett, Ivy Hoyle, Elizabeth Hubbell, Margaret Melody, Helen Robinson, Viola Saunders, Isobel Sullivan, 

Veronica Sullivan and Elmira Whiteside. 

GRADUATION May 16, 1929

Material in this presentation was gathered from several sources:

  photos / information donated by members of the class or their relatives 

newspaper articles in the Hamilton Spectator

Alumnae Minutes & articles from the archives at the Motherhouse 

and photos from reunion day celebrations and Alumnae Newsletters.
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